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Films	that	pass	the	bechdel	test

While	some	films	may	not	be	exemplary	models	of	feminism,	"The	Girl	with	the	Dragon	Tattoo"	features	a	female	lead	character	with	her	own	narrative	trajectory.	Historically,	Hollywood	has	struggled	to	provide	meaningful	diversity	in	its	representation	of	women,	often	relying	on	tokenism	rather	than	genuine	inclusivity.	Many	movies	still	feature
women	according	to	sexist	stereotypes	or	outdated	narratives.	The	Bechdel-Wallace	Test,	a	widely	used	metric	for	female	representation,	measures	unintentional	bias	and	representational	imbalance	in	fictional	narratives.	To	pass	the	test,	a	film	must	feature	two	named	female	characters	who	have	a	conversation	about	something	other	than	a	man.
This	criteria	may	seem	straightforward,	but	its	application	reveals	some	surprising	results.	Films	like	"Hidden	Figures"	clearly	demonstrate	strong	themes	of	female	agency	and	identity,	while	others,	such	as	"American	Pie	2",	pass	the	test	due	to	problematic	stereotypes	rather	than	genuine	representation.	A	brief	exchange	between	two	women	about
nothing	crucial	to	the	plot	is	basically	the	minimum	standard.	But	I'd	still	choose	a	movie	that	doesn't	pass	the	Bechdel-Wallace	Test	over	a	shallow	portrayal	of	a	strong	female	lead	any	day.	Lord	of	the	Rings	failed	the	test,	yet	Éowyn's	"I	am	no	man"	line	remains	iconic.	It's	surprising	how	poorly	some	films	can	fail	this	test	-	take	the	entire	Lord	of
the	Rings	trilogy,	for	instance.	Despite	11	hours	and	36	minutes	of	content,	meaningful	interactions	between	female	characters	only	add	up	to	less	than	30	seconds	on	screen.	Some	tests	may	have	low	bars	to	pass,	but	many	films	that	should	pass	still	don't	meet	expectations.	Even	Bechdel	acknowledges	audiences	shouldn't	be	too	rigid.	The	test	itself
is	flawed	but	serves	as	a	thought	experiment	for	gender	representation	in	fictional	narratives	rather	than	the	definitive	standard	it's	often	made	out	to	be.	If	a	main	character	in	a	film	belongs	to	the	LGBTQIA+	community	but	isn't	solely	defined	by	their	identity,	it	might	be	considered	"passing"	according	to	GLAAD's	test,	The	Villarreal	Test.	This
involves	avoiding	stereotypical	portrayals	of	women	and	instead	showing	them	as	complex	individuals	with	various	roles	and	characteristics.	For	example,	if	a	female	lead	is	introduced	in	the	first	scene	but	later	displays	multiple	traits	such	as	being	a	mother	or	someone	in	authority,	the	film	can	redeem	itself.	Multiple	tests	like	The	Waithe	Test,	which
evaluates	power	dynamics	for	Black	women,	and	The	Ko	Test,	which	focuses	on	non-white	characters'	representation,	are	also	used	to	measure	inclusivity.	The	concept	of	Frozen	highlights	that	female	characters	are	not	limited	to	simply	being	passive	or	objectified,	but	can	be	complex	and	multidimensional.	The	movie's	focus	on	Elsa	and	Anna's
relationship	showcases	their	struggles	with	emotional	control	and	the	consequences	it	has	on	the	kingdom.	In	contrast,	the	2002	film	Chicago	features	two	strong	female	leads	who	drive	the	plot	forward	despite	the	male-dominated	narrative.	The	characters'	conversations	about	their	love	for	each	other	and	their	survival	serve	as	a	testament	to	their
agency	and	strength.	Similarly,	the	dystopian	movie	Children	of	Men	defies	traditional	stereotypes	by	presenting	a	complex	portrayal	of	women	in	positions	of	power.	The	character	of	Kee	is	central	to	the	story,	and	her	pregnancy	serves	as	a	catalyst	for	the	plot's	progression.	Lastly,	Kill	Bill	Vol	1	and	2	feature	a	female	protagonist	who	embodies
strength	and	determination.	Despite	being	pregnant,	The	Bride	remains	a	force	to	be	reckoned	with,	taking	down	assassins	and	working	towards	her	revenge	against	Bill.	These	examples	demonstrate	that	women	can	be	complex,	multidimensional	characters	in	movies,	challenging	traditional	gender	roles	and	expectations.	The	film	Ghost	World
explores	the	complex	friendship	between	Enid	and	Becky	as	they	navigate	their	lives	after	high	school.	The	movie	Hidden	Figures	delves	into	the	experiences	of	Katherine	Goble,	Mary	Jackson,	and	Dorothy	Vaughn,	highlighting	the	racism	and	sexism	they	faced	at	NASA	during	the	space	race.	Bridesmaids	follows	Annie's	journey	as	she	prepares	for
her	friend's	wedding,	while	also	navigating	a	rivalry	with	another	bridesmaid.	Despite	its	comedic	tone,	the	film	ultimately	showcases	the	importance	of	female	friendships	and	relationships.	The	Hunger	Games	features	Katniss	Everdeen,	who	volunteers	to	participate	in	the	deadly	game	in	place	of	her	sister	Primrose.	The	movie	not	only	passes	the
Bechdel	Test	but	also	explores	themes	of	female	empowerment,	friendship,	and	resilience	in	the	face	of	adversity.	The	movie	"A	Quiet	Place"	is	technically	a	sequel,	but	functions	as	a	standalone	story.	It	follows	a	post-apocalyptic	world	where	creatures	that	hunt	by	sound	have	taken	over,	and	the	remaining	humans	must	navigate	their	new	reality	in
silence.	In	Ghostbusters,	there	are	no	romantic	relationships	among	the	female	characters.	The	team	focuses	on	ghost	hunting	and	saving	the	world	from	an	evil	menace.	The	movie	"Us"	is	a	tragic	story	about	five	Lisbon	sisters	who	are	subjected	to	a	traumatic	event	that	changes	their	lives	forever.	The	film	is	told	through	the	recollections	of	men
who	knew	the	sisters,	highlighting	their	complex	family	dynamics.	In	"A	Quiet	Place",	the	characters	communicate	without	making	any	noise,	which	allows	them	to	survive	in	a	world	where	creatures	that	hunt	by	sound	have	taken	over.	Selena	takes	on	a	protective	role	for	Hannah	in	a	creepy	mansion,	attempting	to	shield	her	from	impending	horrors
and	even	trying	to	drug	her	to	avoid	lucidity.	Selena's	actions	showcase	her	genuine	concern	for	Hannah,	and	in	an	alternate	ending,	the	two	women	face	the	apocalypse	together	while	wearing	ball	gowns.	The	movie	Spirited	Away	sees	Chihiro,	a	10-year-old	girl,	getting	transported	to	a	magical	realm	where	she	must	deal	with	fantastical	spirits,
creatures,	and	the	witch	Yubaba	who	traps	people	by	stealing	their	names.	The	film	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	as	it	features	strong	female	characters,	particularly	Chihiro,	and	has	multiple	conversations	between	women	without	any	male	involvement.	In	Texas	Chainsaw	Massacre,	a	group	of	teenagers	on	a	road	trip	gets	attacked	by	a	chainsaw-
wielding	psychopath.	Before	the	violence	begins,	the	movie	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	when	Erin	asks	for	help	from	a	girl	walking	along	the	road	and	later	discusses	her	friends	with	another	female	character	in	the	car.	Girl,	Interrupted	is	a	film	about	a	18-year-old	girl	named	Kaysen	who's	forced	into	a	mental	institution	after	a	nervous	breakdown.	The
movie	features	raw	female	acting	talent,	including	Angelina	Jolie	as	a	sociopath	who	turns	Kaysen's	world	upside	down.	Girl,	Interrupted	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	with	its	scenes	of	women	discussing	life,	abuse,	violence,	and	their	experiences.	The	Descent	is	a	claustrophobic	horror	that	forces	a	group	of	women	to	navigate	an	underground	cave
system	while	being	hunted	by	subterranean	creatures.	The	movie	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	through	its	portrayal	of	strong	female	characters	who	engage	in	conversations	without	any	male	involvement.	Given	article	text	here	The	Descent,	directed	by	Neil	Marshall,	is	a	masterful	horror	film	that	follows	Sarah	as	she	confronts	both	internal	and	external
demons	while	exploring	a	cave	system	with	a	group	of	adventurous	friends.	Unlike	some	male-dominated	films,	The	Descent	features	a	strong	female	lead	who	engages	in	meaningful	conversations	about	her	mental	state,	escape	plans,	and	relationships.	Star	Wars:	The	Last	Jedi	expands	on	the	franchise's	portrayal	of	women	by	centering	the	character
of	Rey	and	introducing	additional	strong	female	roles,	including	Rose	Tico	and	Vice	Admiral	Amilyn	Holdo.	Although	some	characters	are	dispersed	throughout	the	galaxy,	they	each	contribute	significantly	to	the	story	and	possess	considerable	agency.	The	1996	film	Scream	demonstrates	that	horror	can	be	more	realistic	when	it	comes	to	female
representation,	with	protagonist	Sydney	Prescott	navigating	her	emotions	and	relationships	while	being	targeted	by	a	killer	in	a	Munch-inspired	mask.	The	movie	also	highlights	the	importance	of	female	friendships	and	support	systems.	The	Girl	with	All	the	Gifts	features	a	beautiful	bond	between	its	human	characters,	particularly	Helen	and	Melanie,
who	form	a	connection	despite	their	initial	differences.	As	they	navigate	a	post-apocalyptic	world	filled	with	"hungries,"	Helen's	dedication	to	educating	and	protecting	Melanie	is	a	powerful	aspect	of	the	film.	The	film	that	blooms	throughout	the	movie	is	an	outstanding	example	of	a	film	breaking	free	from	traditional	trends,	especially	in	a	post-
apocalyptic	zombie	genre.	In	contrast	to	typical	movies,	this	one	showcases	strong	female	characters,	relationships,	and	conversations.	On	page	3,	you'll	find	more	films	that	pass	the	Bechdel	Test,	but	let's	focus	on	three	movies:	Little	Miss	Sunshine,	Black	Swan,	and	Wonder	Woman.	Little	Miss	Sunshine	is	a	heartwarming	story	about	Olive,	who	gets
the	chance	to	participate	in	a	beauty	pageant.	Her	family	embarks	on	a	cross-country	road	trip	to	support	her,	facing	various	obstacles	along	the	way.	The	film	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	because	Olive	and	her	mother	have	conversations	about	non-male	related	topics.	Black	Swan	is	a	psychological	thriller	that	follows	Nina,	a	talented	ballerina	struggling
to	capture	the	essence	of	the	Black	Swan	during	rehearsals.	She	has	intense	relationships	with	fellow	dancers,	particularly	Lily,	discussing	their	work	and	careers.	This	film	also	passes	the	Bechdel	Test	due	to	its	portrayal	of	strong	female	friendships	and	conversations.	Wonder	Woman	is	a	superhero	movie	that	features	an	incredible	woman	as	its
central	character.	The	film	boasts	multiple	named	female	characters,	including	Diana's	mother,	Queen	Hippolyta,	her	aunt	Antiope,	and	Steve's	secretary	Etta,	who	engage	in	conversations	about	battle	strategies	rather	than	men.	These	films	are	remarkable	examples	of	how	movies	can	pass	the	Bechdel	Test,	showcasing	strong	female	characters,
relationships,	and	conversations	that	break	free	from	traditional	trends.	The	passage	highlights	two	notable	films:	Aliens	(1986)	and	Mad	Max:	Fury	Road	(2015).	In	Aliens,	the	strong	bond	between	Ripley	and	Newt	makes	their	perilous	journey	into	an	alien	hive	seem	manageable.	The	film	showcases	the	mother-daughter	relationship	as	a	foundation
for	facing	adversity	together.	Furthermore,	both	characters	are	depicted	as	empowered	women	who	embody	strength	not	only	physically	but	also	metaphorically.	In	contrast,	Mad	Max:	Fury	Road	presents	a	post-apocalyptic	world	where	water	has	become	a	scarce	resource,	and	those	in	control	wield	significant	power.	The	narrative	follows	Immortan
Joe's	wives,	led	by	Charlize	Theron's	character,	as	they	embark	on	an	epic	journey	towards	freedom	from	their	tyrannical	leader.	The	film	subverts	traditional	expectations	by	portraying	the	female	cast	as	strong,	capable	individuals	who	not	only	plan	their	escape	but	also	discuss	building	a	new	community	and	overthrowing	the	patriarchal	regime.	The
passage	concludes	with	a	nod	to	the	Creative	Commons	license	under	which	this	text	is	shared,	emphasizing	the	rights	granted	to	users	and	the	importance	of	proper	attribution.


